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house, who is losing her heart to a string of
imitation pearls in the old woman's basket A
little later she puts leading questions as to the
betrothal of the girl She manages the business
so well that before long she is asked to call on the
boy's mother and speak of the girl
Several visits are paid with long palaver?*, and
at length a definite desire is expressed on both
sides that the two young people shall be married.
Before even an engagement t*an be made there in
much to be done* The first step is the rusting of
the horoscopes* For thin purpose the services of
an astrologer and a mullah are needed, If the
elements that dominate the respective horosco|K?ii
are favourable, the ceremonies may be jmweccict!
with* If, however, the dements are antagonistic,
such as fire in the man's and water in the woman's
horoscope, the match must be broken off, a& the
union would be disastrous*
Allowing that the astrologer hits declared that
the stars are propitious, and that the mullah ban
assured them that Allah will regard the union
with favour, enquiries have to be mude into the
pedigree of the families, their connect ions, and
the religious ritual followed by the bridegroom,
Then the services of a seer are employed to